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Abstract of Plenary Lecture 

In this paper I shall discuss some consequences of robots’ increasingly smart, 
autonomous, and social behaviour. The main thesis supported is that robotics (and AI 
in general) offers a historical opportunity to rethink human exceptionalism in at least 
three ways. Intelligent behaviour is confronted by smart behaviour, which can be 
adaptively more successful in the infosphere. Free behaviour is confronted by the 
predictability and manipulability of human choices, and by the development of 
artificial autonomy. And human sociability is confronted by its artificial counterpart, 
which can be both attractive for humans and indistinguishable by them. In the 
conclusion, I shall suggest that the development of artificial agents does not lead to any 
fanciful realization of science fiction scenario, which are irresponsibly distracting. It 
rather invites us to reflect more seriously and less complacently on who we are, could 
be, and would like to become. I shall suggest that human exceptionalism is not 
incorrect but that it lies in a special and perhaps irreproducible way of being 
successfully dysfunctional. We are a glitch in the natural system, not the ultimate app. 
We shall remain a bug, while robots will be more and more a feature in Galileo’s 
mathematical book of nature. 
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