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Introduction: The acronym VIPS stands for, in Swedish, the following words: Vilbefinnande
(Well-being), Integritet (Integrity), Prevention (Prevention) and Sakerhet (Safety)'. The
structure and the key words of the VIPS model follows the nursing process and has key words
on two levels for nursing history, nursing status and nursing interventions. The model is
commonly used in Sweden. In this study the aim was to compare the VIPS model with
internationally accepted classifications in order to explore the degree of agreement and
conformity.

Methods: The key words of the model were related to and compared with the corresponding
concepts in the following classifications: the Nursing Intervention Lexicon and Taxonomy
(NILT), the Nursing Interventions Classification (NIC)’, the Omaha system4 and parts of the
instrument of the WHO study of " People’s needs for nursing care"’. The parts compared were
the Health Assessment Form and the Categories of interventions.

Results: Regarding nursing interventions all the key words of the VIPS model could easily be
brought to the seven categories of NILT. The NILT categories were clear and unambiguous.
All of the VIPS key words for interventions could also be brought to the domains of NIC
(schema 1992). The VIPS key words for nursing history, nursing status and nursing
interventions could also be brought to all categories in the Omaha system. It was easy to
establish good agreement with the submodel "Health Assessment Form (WHO). However
some categories of Interventions of the WHO model ("doing acting for" and "doing acting
with") were wide and ambiguous and difficult to compare. The study demonstrated that the
VIPS model has content validity in comparison to other established classifications, and at the
same time showing a common core of nursing. The good agreement between the Swedish
VIPS model and models referred to, confirms the idea and the possibility of achieving an
unified and international model for nursing documentation. The principles and the structure
underlying the VIPS model will hopefully contribute to a more efficient nursing
documentation.
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